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ESOL Skills for Life 

Level 2 — Reading
Past Paper A

	� Write your name, candidate number, centre number and exam date on your answer sheet.

	� You must not open this exam paper until instructed to do so.

	� This exam paper has three tasks. Answer all questions.

	� You may highlight parts of the texts or questions with a highlighter pen.

	� Use only blue or black pen for your answers.

	� Circle your answers on the separate answer sheet.

	� You must not use pencil, erasable pen or correction fluid.

	� You must not use a dictionary in this exam.

	� You must not take this exam paper out of the exam room.

1. What is this text about?

A	 books

B	 television

C	 cinemas

Question Answer

1. A       B       C

2. A       B       C

3. A       B       C

Question Answer

1. A       B       C

2. A       B       C

3. A       B       C
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Task 1

Read the text about the Isle of Man and answer questions 1–10.

Paragraph 1

The Isle of Man (locally, often ‘Mann’) is a pocket-sized island located in the Irish Sea, almost 
equidistant between England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. It measures approximately  
32 miles in length and is 14 miles wide, with a total area of 221 square miles. A self-governing 
British Crown Dependency, it is not part of the United Kingdom, though it falls under the 
jurisdiction of the British government.

Paragraph 2

The national emblem of the Isle of Man, the triskelion, consists of three armoured legs 
connected at the thigh by a central coat of arms. Featuring on the island’s flag and currency, 
it has been dated definitively back to the late 13th century. According to legend, one ruler 
of the Isle of Man, King Magnus III of Norway, chose the emblem as a symbol of the island’s 
strength and independence. It may have in turn inspired the island’s Latin motto, ‘Quocunque 
Jeceris Stabit’, which translates to ‘whichever way you throw it, it will stand’.

Paragraph 3

The official language of the Isle of Man is English, but the indigenous language, Manx, is also 
spoken by a minority of the population. Considered a member of the Goidelic branch of Celtic 
languages, which includes Irish and Scottish Gaelic, it was the predominant language until 
the 19th century, when it was gradually replaced by English. In 1974, the last-surviving native 
speaker of Manx, Ned Maddrell, died. However, efforts have been made to revive the language, 
and today there are approximately 2,000 people who can speak or understand it. The Manx 
government has implemented several initiatives to promote the use and preservation of the 
language, including establishing schools that teach Manx as the primary language.

Paragraph 4

One of the most well-known events on the Isle of Man is the Tourist Trophy (TT) races, a series 
of motorcycle races that take place on public roads around the island, covering a distance 
of 37.73 miles per lap. The first race was held in 1907, and it has been an annual event since 
1911, except during both World Wars. The race has attracted top riders from around the world 
and evolved into a vital event for the island’s economy, generating a significant amount 
of tourism revenue. The race has not been without controversy, with numerous fatalities 
over the years, and consequent calls for it to be banned. Nevertheless, it remains a highly 
anticipated event, with thousands of spectators and participants attending each year.

Paragraph 5

The Isle of Man is also famed for its unique breed of cat, aptly named the Manx cat, which is 
characterised by its tailless appearance on account of a genetic mutation. The cats are reputed 
to be excellent mousers and have been kept as pets by the island’s residents for centuries. 
Thought to have been brought to the island by Norse settlers, the revered breed features 
on the official coat of arms and is celebrated at an annual Cat Festival. However, due to the 
island’s restricted gene pool, many Manx cats suffer from a genetic spinal deformity called 
Manx Syndrome. Consequently, many Manx breeders now only breed cats with partial tails, 
known as stumpies, in order to reduce the risk of this condition.
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Questions 1–10

Choose the correct answer.

1.	 What is the overall purpose of this text?

A	 to compare the Isle of Man with Britain and Ireland

B	 to describe unique features of the Isle of Man

C	 to evaluate facilities on the Isle of Man

2.	 According to paragraph 3, what was the island’s main language before the 19th century?

A	 English

B	 Gaelic

C	 Manx

3.	 According to paragraph 5, what is unusual about the Manx cat?

A	 its diet

B	 its tail

C	 its fur

Paragraph 6

The Isle of Man possesses 
a bountiful mythology and 
folklore, with many tales and 
legends originating from the 
island’s Celtic and Norse roots. 
One well-known figure in Manx 
mythology is Finn MacCumhail, 
a giant said to have created the 
island by throwing a piece of 
earth from Ireland. He is also 
credited with constructing the 
famous stone circle, Tynwald 
Hill, still used today for public 
gatherings and ceremonies. 
Such stories are a significant 
part of Manx heritage and 
continue to be passed down 
from generation to generation.

Isle of Man TT Race

DouglasStart/Finish

Ramsey

Kirk Michael
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4.	 According to paragraph 2, why was the triskelion chosen as the island’s symbol?

A	 to honour a famous king   

B	 to match the island’s motto

C	 to represent positive qualities

5.	 According to paragraph 4, which statement best describes the TT races?

A	 It has improved the island’s finances.

B	 It was started during World War I.

C	 It is especially for local competitors.

6.	 According to paragraph 4, why do some people object to the TT races?

A	 because of noise complaints

B	 because of safety concerns

C	 because of overcrowding

7.	 In paragraph 3, why does the writer mention Ned Maddrell?

A	 to show the limitations of efforts to revive Manx

B	 to highlight the decline of Manx as a spoken language

C	 to provide an example of someone who taught Manx

8.	 In paragraph 6, what is suggested about Finn MacCumhail?

A	 He was a skilled builder.

B	 He was treated like a god.

C	 He was the island’s first settler.

9.	 In paragraph 4, what is the purpose of ‘Nevertheless’?

A	 It introduces an example.

B	 It introduces an explanation.

C	 It introduces a contrast.

10.	 According to the visual image, which place is nearest to where the TT race begins?

A	 Douglas

B	 Kirk Michael

C	 Ramsey
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Paragraph 1

The iconic Woodstock Festival, held in 1969 in the United States, epitomised the zeitgeist 
of the 1960s, encapsulating the era’s countercultural movement and its ideals. It was a 
manifestation of the collective yearning for peace, love and communal harmony amidst a 
backdrop of political unrest and social upheaval. The festival brought together nearly half 
a million people, reflecting a shared desire to challenge the status quo and embrace a new 
societal paradigm. Woodstock was not merely a music festival; it was a cultural milestone 
that symbolised the aspirations of a generation seeking to redefine their world.

Paragraph 2

      11.      .  It took place at Worthy Farm in Somerset, England during the summer of 1970. 
Initially dubbed the Pilton Pop, Folk and Blues Festival, approximately 1,500 attendees paid 
£1 each, equivalent to a mere £16.50 today, for the privilege of witnessing performances 
by popular acts such as Marc Bolan’s T-Rex while camping on the farm. The founders were 
adamant that the festival should embody a social, political and environmental ethos similar 
to Woodstock Festival, serving as a platform for free-thinking individuals to exchange views.

Paragraph 3

In the subsequent years, the festival, renamed Glastonbury Festival, gained momentum, 
evolving into a coveted venue for renowned artists, such as David Bowie, and a forum for 
voices advocating social change. As audience numbers swelled, issues of crowd control and 
hygiene led to a series of legal battles with the local council, which attempted to impose 
regulations and, on several occasions, unsuccessfully sought to halt the festival. Despite 
these setbacks, the festival continued unabated.

Paragraph 4

      12.      .  A turning point for the festival in the 1990s was its television coverage, allowing 
TV audiences to glimpse what had become a musical and artistic phenomenon. The festival 
hosted guitar-based, 1960s-influenced ‘Britpop’ bands of the period, such as Oasis and 
Radiohead, with these festival debuts propelling such artists to stratospheric success and 
the sale of millions of albums. Glastonbury Festival continued to expand, adding more stages 
to provide much-needed platforms for niche music genres, such as world music, thereby 
enriching the festival’s musical diversity and appealing to audiences with eclectic tastes.

Paragraph 5

By the eve of the new millennium, the festival could accommodate around 100,000 
attendees, each paying £85 to attend. The increasing popularity of the event raised serious 
security concerns, necessitating the construction of fences. These were not always effective, 
with determined would-be attendees using ladders or exploiting weak points in the fencing to 
get in without a ticket. On some occasions, the estimated audience numbers were twice the 
official figures. More fences, costing millions, had to be erected to ensure that the maximum 
capacity of 100,000 was not exceeded. Despite eschewing corporate sponsorship and 
promoting vegetarianism in a bid to remain faithful to its original ethos, the festival had come 
a long way from its humble beginnings.

Task 2

Read the text about Glastonbury Festival and answer questions 11–20.
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Questions 11–13

Choose the best first sentence (A–D) for each paragraph. There is one first sentence you don’t need.

11.	 Paragraph 2

12.	 Paragraph 4

13.	 Paragraph 7

Questions 14–18

Choose the correct answer.

14.	 �In paragraph 3, why did the council want to stop the festival?

A	 They were unhappy with the artists’ behaviour.

B	 They wanted the festival to be managed better.

C	 They disapproved of the speakers’ political views.

15.	 According to paragraph 4, why was a ‘world music’ stage added to Glastonbury Festival?

A	 to take the festival in a new direction

B	 to increase the range of musical genres

C	 to attract international festivalgoers

Paragraph 6

During the following decade, the popularity of Glastonbury Festival continued to soar, with 
tickets at arguably exorbitant prices often selling out within half an hour of release. By the 
end of the 2010s, the audience capacity exceeded 200,000, and the festival resembled a 
medium-sized town, requiring its own infrastructure for power, sanitation, water and food 
supplies. By this time, the festival was attracting global superstars like Beyoncé, while 
continuing to showcase emerging talent and new music genres.

Paragraph 7

      12.      .  It continues to provide a platform for speakers to address audiences on 
pressing contemporary issues. However, the festival’s massive scale and commercialisation 
have sparked debates about its authenticity and environmental impact. As festivalgoers 
revel in the spectacle of today’s Glastonbury, one can’t help but wonder if those who danced 
in the mud at the first festival in 1970 would recognise the behemoth it has become.

A	 �In 2000, David Bowie made his much-heralded return 
to Glastonbury wearing a similar outfit to the one he 
had originally worn.

B	 �By its 20th anniversary in 1990, the festival offered 
a diverse array of performances to approximately 
70,000 festivalgoers, now paying £38 for the 
privilege.

C	 �The unprecedented success of Woodstock inspired 
Michael and Jean Eavis to organise a similar event on 
their dairy farm.

D	 �Glastonbury Festival remains a beacon of musical 
diversity and cultural celebration, drawing crowds 
with its diverse line-ups and vibrant atmosphere.
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16.	 �According to paragraph 5, why did the organisers build fences around the festival?

A	 to display advertisements from supporters

B	 to encourage people to use official exits

C	 to stop people without tickets entering

17.	 In paragraph 7, how does the writer feel about Glastonbury Festival today?

A	 He doubts whether it has stayed true to its orginal values.

B	 The festival speakers have failed to stay relevant.

C	 He praises the business-mindedness of festival organisers.

18.	 In paragraph 2, what is suggested about the amount charged for the first Glastonbury Festival?

A	 The festival organisers wanted to make a huge profit.

B	 The festival was affordable for most festivalgoers.

C	 The festival was unable to attract well-known musicians.

Questions 19–20

Choose the word or phrase with the same meaning as the word or phrase in bold.

19.	 zeitgeist (paragraph 1)

A	 widespread beliefs

B	 musical tastes

C	 commercial objectives

20.	 stratospheric (paragraph 4)

A	 variable

B	 modest

C	 extreme
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Task 3

Read the five texts and answer questions 21–30.

Text 1

Text 2

Hi Nicky

I recently came across an insightful article highlighting the therapeutic benefits of 
gardening, and it immediately made me think of you, especially since you mentioned feeling 
overwhelmed lately. Gardening might just be your panacea! 

As neither of us has an abundance of space, I’m considering the viability of initiating 
a community garden project. It could be a fantastic way to foster wellbeing while also 
enriching our local environment. Would you be open to collaborating with me on this? 

I’ve been eyeing that neglected plot on Fairfield Street. It has real potential to be revitalised 
with vibrant flower beds and organic vegetable patches. Not only would the produce be 
sustainably grown, but it would also be delicious and eco-friendly. 

Naturally, I’ll need to explore the legal framework before moving forward, so for now it’s just 
an idea. I’ve managed to get the contact details of someone at the council who oversees 
community engagement, and I plan to reach out to him as soon as possible.

All the best

Ines

	 To 	 nickycrabtree@cmail.com

	 From 	 inesgarcia@cmail.com

	 Subject 	 Community gardening project

Cultivating Calm
By Dr James Robinson

While the physical benefits of gardening, such as improved cardiovascular health, are 
widely acknowledged, a growing body of research now underscores its profound impact on 
psychological wellbeing.

Recent studies suggest that the immersive experience of tending to plants promotes a 
sense of calm, enabling individuals to disengage from cognitive overload and recalibrate 
their mental state. The repetitive, purposeful nature of gardening tasks, such as weeding, 
planting and pruning, can induce a meditative rhythm, which in turn facilitates emotional 
regulation and cognitive clarity. Moreover, green spaces offer a sanctuary in which 
individuals can reflect, decompress and reconnect with a sense of purpose.

In sum, gardening is not merely a leisure pursuit but a therapeutic intervention with 
measurable benefits for mental health. As such, it warrants greater recognition within 
public health discourse and psychological practice.
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Text 3

Text 4

34 West St 
Sunvale 
SV1 6TB

Dear Mr Brooks,

I am writing to formally propose the transformation of the derelict plot on Fairfield Street 
into a vibrant community garden. At present, this neglected area is marred by scattered 
refuse and visual blight; however, it possesses the latent potential to be beautified into a 
verdant communal space that could significantly enhance the town’s aesthetic and social 
fabric. 

The envisioned project entails a collaborative horticultural endeavour wherein volunteers 
would cultivate an array of perennial blooms and edible produce. These organically grown 
items could be marketed to Sunvale residents, thereby generating modest revenue and 
contributing to the local economy. Recruitment of volunteers would be facilitated via 
targeted social media campaigns, and some individuals may be referred through social 
prescribing pathways.

I would welcome the opportunity to discuss this proposal further and explore its feasibility 
with you.

Kind regards,

Ines Garcia

Gardening Community Chat

Ines
Hello. I believe I may have identified a potentially viable site for establishing a 
community garden, but I’m not sure how to proceed. Any advice?

Jen
It would be prudent to investigate the legal framework first. From personal 
experience, I can attest that even the most visionary plans may be thwarted if 
formal permissions are not secured.

Richard
Consulting with industry professionals is also highly advisable. I attended a 
horticultural exhibition and gleaned numerous insights. Innovative contributions 
from volunteers are invaluable too.

Ahmed
Establishing a comprehensive budget and identifying sustainable funding 
sources are both critical. I successfully obtained sponsorship from local 
enterprises.
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COMMUNITY GARDEN PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT

In my capacity as the designated coordinator of the Fairfield Street Community Garden,  
I hereby consent to adhere to the ensuing stipulations and provisions:

1.	 This garden is to be used at the sole discretion of Fairfield Street Community Garden. 

2.	 The principal objective of the garden is the cultivation and distribution of plants for 
communal enrichment, rather than for commercial enterprise.

3.	 The application of chemical pesticides is strictly forbidden, and irrigation shall be 
conducted exclusively through the collection of harvested rainwater.

4.	 Comprehensive risk assessments must be formulated and disseminated to all volunteers.

5.	 All tools retained on the premises must be housed in a secure and orderly manner to 
ensure safety and accountability.

Affirmation of Commitment

I hereby affirm that I have thoroughly reviewed, comprehended and accepted the 
aforementioned terms and conditions governing the utilisation of the Fairfield Street 
Community Garden.

Signed: Ines Garcia (Coordinator, Fairfield Street Community Garden)

Signed: Stuart Brooks (Representative, Sunvale City Council)

Text 5
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Questions 21–23

Match each text to its text purpose (A–D). There is one text purpose you don’t need.

21.	 Text 1

22.	 Text 3

23.	 Text 4

Questions 24–28

Choose the correct answer.

24.	 Why is Text 4 written in a formal register?

A	 to express dissatisfaction with an organisation

B	 to conform to academic conventions

C	 to maintain a professional and polite tone

25.	 In Text 4, what benefit of the community garden to the local community does Ines highlight?

A	 Produce could be sold for profit to nearby towns.

B	 The area will look nicer than it does now.

C	 Paid employment will result from the scheme.

26.	 According to Text 5, what can Ines do as part of the contract?

A	 let others use the garden

B	 lock tools up in a shed

C	 spray plants with chemicals

27.	 In Text 1, how does Dr Robinson feel health professionals view gardening?

A	 They underestimate the mental health benefits of gardening.

B	 The physical health benefits of gardening are unknown.

C	 Gardening is viewed as a leisure activity by doctors.

28.	 In Text 3, what does Jen imply?

A	 She wishes she had learnt about landscaping.

B	 She should have got more funding.

C	 She wasted time in the planning stage.

Turn over page

A	 to persuade someone to talk about a plan

B	 to provide scientific support for gardening for wellbeing

C	 to ask a friend to help with something

D	 to consult with others before making a commitment



Important

Remember to circle your answers on the answer sheet.

	1.	 What is this text about?

A	 books

B	 television

C	 cinemas

Question Answer

1. A       B       C

2. A       B       C

3. A       B       C

Question Answer

1. A       B       C

2. A       B       C

3. A       B       C

Questions 29–30

Choose the word or phrase with the same meaning as the word or phrase in bold.

29.	 panacea (Text 2)

A	 effective solution

B	 passing interest

C	 research topic

30.	 aforementioned (Text 5)

A	 subsequently listed

B	 enclosed within

C	 previously stated

End of exam
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