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ESOL Skills for Life — Entry 3

Marked learner work
Below are two examples of candidate responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 3 writing test followed by 
the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.

Candidate 1



ESOL Skills for Life
Entry 3 — marked learner work 

2



ESOL Skills for Life
Entry 3 — marked learner work 

3



ESOL Skills for Life
Entry 3 — marked learner work 

4



ESOL Skills for Life
Entry 3 — marked learner work 

5

Candidate 1 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Whole paper — plan text

1.1
Plan text for the intended 
audience

2
There is evidence of a plan relating to task 1. The plan is 
appropriate, but not sufficiently detailed. 

Task 1 — form

2.1
Produce content for the 
intended audience

2

The candidate produces content that is relevant for the task 
and the register is appropriate for both the task and intended 
audience. However, attempts to use complex sentences are 
mostly unsuccessful and as a result the communicative purpose 
of the task is only partially achieved. 

2.5 Use punctuation correctly 2
The candidate demonstrates poor control over the use of basic 
punctuation. Overuse of full stops causes difficulties. 

2.6 Spell words correctly 2
The candidate uses a range of common and special-interest 
vocabulary appropriately. However, spelling errors are frequent 
and at times impede understanding.

3.1
Complete a form with 
open and closed responses 
correctly

3
The candidate completes most of the form appropriately and 
achieves its main communicative aim.

Task 2 — article

2.1
Produce content for the 
intended audience

4
The candidate’s description of the day out with family is entirely 
appropriate and includes appropriate level of detail. The format 
and register are appropriate for the task and audience. 

2.2
Structure main points in 
short paragraphs

3
The article is structured appropriately into paragraphs. The 
structure of the paragraphs is fairly consistent.

2.3
Sequence text 
chronologically

3
The candidate sequenced the text chronologically. However, the 
use of discourse markers and conjunctions is rather limited.

2.4 Use grammar correctly 2
The candidate demonstrates good control over sentence 
structure in a range of simple sentences. However, attempts to 
produce complex sentences are unsuccessful. 

2.5 Use punctuation correctly 4
The candidate uses a range of punctuation for various purposes 
correctly, including exclamation marks and colons. Shows range 
with use of an exclamation mark.

2.6 Spell words correctly 4
The candidate uses a range of vocabulary appropriately. Spelling 
errors do not impede communication.
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Candidate 1 achieves 36 marks out of 56 and fails the Writing exam.

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 3 — message, email or letter

2.1
Produce content for the 
intended audience

1
The candidate addresses both parts of the task at minimum level, 
using appropriate format and register. The structures used are 
basic.

2.4 Use grammar correctly 1
The candidate produces only simple sentences and these are 
sometimes incorrect or incomplete. There are no attempts to use 
complex sentences. 

2.5 Use punctuation correctly 3
The candidate uses a range of punctuation mostly appropriately 
for the purpose, including exclamation marks.
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Candidate 2
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Candidate 2 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Whole paper — plan text

1.1
Plan text for the intended 
audience

4 The candidate has two tasks planned with some level of detail.

Task 1 — form

2.1
Produce content for the 
intended audience

4
The form is completed appropriately, all the sub tasks have been 
addressed (skills, experience, education). The style and register are 
appropriately answered.

2.5 Use punctuation correctly 4
The candidate uses full stop and commas with consistency and 
shows comprehensive control.

2.6 Spell words correctly 4
A good range of vocabulary is used and spelling is mostly accurate. 
The candidate demonstrates a comprehensive control of the level.

3.1
Complete a form with 
open and closed responses 
correctly

4
The form has been completed effectively and all communication 
aims are achieved.

Task 2 — article

2.1
Produce content for the 
intended audience

4
The candidate shows an effective description of a trip to Gower. 
Furthermore all three sub tasks have been addressed with good 
expansion.

2.2
Structure main points in 
short paragraphs

3
Paragraphs used throughout by the candidate but some are rather 
short (1 sentence). There is an intro and also development, but no 
conclusion.

2.3
Sequence text 
chronologically

4
The candidate demonstrates a consistency and comprehensive 
control. The passage is very well structured and there is an 
effective use of devices: ‘Firstly’, ‘After that…’

2.4 Use grammar correctly 3
Complex and compound sentences are used accurately in the text 
eg, ‘we rented mini buses which are not expensive’. Grammar use 
is fairly consistent and errors exist but do not impede. 

2.5 Use punctuation correctly 4
The candidate shows an effective use of punctuation, which 
includes commas. Consistency with punctuation is shown. 

2.6 Spell words correctly 4
A good comprehensive range and control of vocabulary is 
demonstrated in the text. The spelling is very accurate. 
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Candidate 2 achieves 48 marks out of 56 and passes the Writing exam.

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 3 — message, email or letter

2.1
Produce content for the 
intended audience

2
The register and format are appropriate for the task. Some parts 
of the task were not fully developed, which is reflected by the 
short response. 

2.4 Use grammar correctly 2
There was no attempt to use any complex sentences and therefore 
there is a lack of linkers, conjunctions etc. Very simple structures 
are present throughout the text. 

2.5 Use punctuation correctly 2
The candidate’s use of end of sentence punctuation and 
capitalisation is inconsistent.


