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Marked learner work

Below are two examples of candidate responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 2 writing test followed by
the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.
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Entry 2 — Writing
Task 2

Last week you went to a birthday party. Write an article for your teacher. Say what you did at the
birthday party.

Write about 80 words.
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Candidate 1 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria

Task 1—form

ESOL Skills for Life
Entry 2 — marked learner work

Rationale

21

Record personal details on a
form correctly

The main communicative aim of the form is achieved although
the address may cause strain on the reader.

2 — article

Present information in an
appropriate format for the
intended audience

The format is appropriate for the task, but the communicative
purpose of the task is not fulfilled as it is not clear what happened
at the party.

Construct simple and
compound sentences
correctly

The candidate attempts to use a range of present and past simple
and compound sentences, but these are mostly unsuccessful and
impede communication, eg, ‘I am get a more from my friends...’

Use adjectives correctly

The candidate incorporates some adjectives into his writing such
'big cake’ and ‘best friends’, but this is neither consistent nor
successful.

Use punctuation correctly

There is evidence of an attempt to use full stops and commas,
however, this is not consistent or always accurate. Incorrect and
inappropriate use of full stops impose a strain on the reader.

Use upper and lower case
letters correctly

Although the candidate starts sentences with mostly capitalised
letters and the candidate uses capital letters for proper nouns, eg
London, English, there is inconsistent use of capitalisation when
writing letters F and P.

Spell words correctly

The candidate used a reasonable range of common words
but frequent spelling errors impede communication and
understanding.
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Assessment criteria Rationale

Task 3 — email / message/postcard

Present information in an
appropriate format for the
intended audience

The candidate produced an email, using appropriate format and
addressed it appropriately. However, the communicative purpose
of this task is only partially achieved as he describes what he saw
at the park and not what he did. Therefore, the criterion is met at
a minimum level.

Construct simple and
compound sentences
correctly

The candidate has not successfully demonstrated his ability to
produce simple and compound sentences with appropriate word
order. Attempts to use past tense are mostly unsuccessful and
errors frequently impede communication.

Use adjectives correctly

The candidate’s attempt to use adjectives to describe a park is
limited. The word order regarding the use of adjectives in simple
sentences is mostly incorrect.

Use punctuation correctly

The candidate does not demonstrate the ability to use full stops
as sentence boundary markers. In some cases, end of sentence
punctuation is missing. On occasion sentences are incorrectly
joined by commas eq "...people different country’, 'l see some
people play football..."

Use upper and lower case
letters correctly

Although the candidate doesn't sometimes use end of sentence
punctuation, starts of sentences are capitalised. The candidate
uses capital letters for proper nouns correctly, eq ‘London’, ‘Ali",
'Hyde Park’.

Spell words correctly

Spelling errors are frequent and impede understanding.

Candidate 1 achieves 19 marks out of 52 and fails the writing test.
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Entry 2 — Writing
Task 2

Last week you went to a birthday party. Write an article for your teacher. Say what you did at the
birthday party.

Write about 80 words.
Birthday party
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Entry 2 — Writing

Task 3

Yesterday you visited a park in your area. Write an email to a friend. Say what you did there.

Write about 80 words.

Subject | A day at the park
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Candidate 2 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 1 — form

21

Record personal details on a

form correctly

More than two thirds of the form has been appropriately
completed. Address and email are difficult to read but the main
communicative aim is achieved.

Task 2 — article

11

Present information in an
appropriate format for the
intended audience

The candidate produced an account of a birthday party with
format mostly appropriate, despite directly addressing the teacher,
which is inappropriate.

Construct simple and
compound sentences
correctly

The candidate produced several simple sentences using past tense
correctly, e.q. "I went to party...”, “party started”, and a compound
sentence e.g. "l went to Lewisham because it was early".

However, word order errors are frequent and sometimes impede

understanding.

Use adjectives correctly

Several examples of correct use of adjectives e.qg. ““a big party”,

“long way", "“very nice food" etc. Word order regarding the use of
adjectives mostly correct.

Use punctuation correctly

The candidate demonstrates an awareness of the need to use
end of sentence punctuation. However, these attempts are often
inconsistent and therefore the criterion is achieved at minimum
level.

Use upper and lower case
letters correctly

The candidate uses capital letters for proper nouns, e.g.
“Lewisham”, “London". However, on occasion first person singular
"I" is written using lower case and the use of capital letters at the
start of sentences is fairly inconsistent.

Spell words correctly

The candidate is able to spell the majority of the familiar common
words correctly. The range is restricted and vocabulary is
repeated.
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Task 3 — correspondence
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Rationale

Present information in an
11 | appropriate format for the
intended audience

The candidate produces an account of a trip to a park and
achieves the main communicative purpose of the task. The
opening is appropriate for an email, but there is no closing.

Construct simple and
compound sentences
correctly

The candidate produces several examples of simple sentences
with correct word order using past tense, eg “...we played football
there... ". However, attempts to produce compound sentences
are often unsuccessful because conjunctions are not used
appropriately.

Use adjectives correctly

The candidate demonstrates the ability to use adjectives at a
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minimum level, e.g. “nice day"”, “l was so hungry... “, “was tired".

Use punctuation correctly

The candidate does not use end of sentence punctuation
consistently. Full stops are often missing and there is no attempt to
use Entry 2 punctuation.

Use upper and lower case
letters correctly

Where the candidate uses end of sentence punctuation, these full
stops are usually followed by capital letter. However, the first-
person singular “1", is sometimes written using lower case.

Spell words correctly

The candidate attempts to produce a range of familiar common
words, but spelling errors are frequent and sometimes affect
communication.

Candidate 2 achieves 29 marks out of 52 and fails the writing test.
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