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ESOL Skills for Life 

Entry 1 — Reading
Past Paper A

	� Write your name, candidate number, centre number and exam date on your answer sheet.

	� You must not open this exam paper until instructed to do so.

	� This exam paper has three tasks. Answer all questions.

	� You may highlight parts of the texts or questions with a highlighter pen.

	� Use only blue or black pen for your answers.

	� Circle your answers on the separate answer sheet.

	� You must not use pencil, erasable pen or correction fluid.

	� You must not use a dictionary in this exam.

	� You must not take this exam paper out of the exam room.

1. What is this text about?

A	 books

B	 television

C	 cinemas

Question Answer

1. A       B       C

2. A       B       C

3. A       B       C

Question Answer

1. A       B       C

2. A       B       C

3. A       B       C
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Task 1

Read the text about City Cinema and answer questions 1–8.

What is on at City Cinema today?

Watch great films!

Tickets at the cinema are: £20 (adults) £10 (children)
Online tickets are: £19 (adults) £9 (children)
Buy your tickets online. It is always cheaper.

PLEASE NOTE:

x 3 x 40 x 300

Film Time Screen

Fred the Funny Cat 3pm  1

The Fastest Cars in the World 5pm 2

Love Story 7pm 3



	 Entry 1 — Reading 

page 3

Turn over page

Questions 1–8

Choose the correct answer.

1.	 What is this text about?

A	 films

B	 animals

C	 books

2.	 What time is ‘Love Story’?

A	 at 3pm

B	 at 5pm

C	 at 7pm

3.	 Which screen is showing ‘Fred the Funny Cat’?

A	 1

B	 2

C	 3

4.	 Which is the cheapest ticket?

A	 an online ticket for an adult

B	 an online ticket for a child

C	 a child’s ticket you buy at the cinema

5.	 Which of the following from the text is a question?

A	 What is on at City Cinema today?

B	 It is always cheaper.

C	 Buy your tickets online.

6.	 Why does ‘Love Story’ have capital letters?

A	 It is a job title.

B	 It is a website address.

C	 It is a film title.

7.	 What does the cinema have most of?

A	 parking places

B	 chairs

C	 screens

8.	 What can you do in the cinema?

A	 use your phone

B	 eat some food

C	 talk to someone
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Paragraph 1

My name is Homa. I’m from Iraq. I’m a college student. I study English. I study  
on Monday and Wednesday mornings. I like my English teacher. He’s Irish.

Paragraph 2

In the afternoons, I often go swimming. Sometimes I meet my friends. We like 
having coffee in a café.

Paragraph 3

In my free time, I go shopping. I like getting shoes. There’s a big shopping centre 
near me. It’s great.

Task 2

Read the text about Homa and answer questions 9–16.

Questions 9–11

Choose the best title (A–D) for each paragraph. There is one title you don’t need.

9.	 Paragraph 1 

10.	 Paragraph 2

11.	 Paragraph 3

A	 Buying new things

B	 Homa’s classes

C	 Shop job

D	 Time with friends
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Questions 12–14

Choose the correct answer.

12.	 What does Homa do on Wednesday mornings?

A	 She goes to college.

B	 She goes shopping.

C	 She meets her friends.

13.	 Which sentence about the text is correct?

A	 Homa teaches English.

B	 Homa studies English.

C	 Homa speaks Irish.

14.	 In paragraph 1, why does ‘Monday’ start with a capital letter?

A	 It is a day of the week.

B	 It is a month of the year.

C	 It is the start of a sentence.

Questions 15–16

Choose the word with the same meaning as the word in bold.

15.	 swimming (paragraph 2)

A	 buying

B	 drinking

C	 exercising

16.	 shoes (paragraph 3)

A	 boots

B	 hats

C	 trousers
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Task 3

Read the five texts and answer questions 17–24.

East Barton School
21 College Road

Name: Dimitris Vlachopoulos
Student Number: 2457029

Dimitris,
Here is some money for your bus 
ticket to school.
Your lunch box is in the kitchen.  
Do not forget to take it with you!
See you later.
Maria

Ali’s Shop
8 Woodland Road,

East Barton

5 pencils .......................£3.00

1 pen ................................. £5.00

1 school bag ................ £15.00

TOTAL ............................. £23.00

Text 3

Text 2

Text 4

Text 5

Text 1

Have fun on the 
first day at your 

new school!

East Barton

Bus 9
For travel on 

Wednesday 8 January

From: Green Street
To: East Barton School

£4.00
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End of exam
Copyright © 2026 Trinity College London

Questions 17–19

Match each text to its text type (A–D). There is one text type you don’t need.

17.	 Text 1

18.	 Text 3

19.	 Text 4

Questions 20–24

Choose the correct answer.

20.	 What are the texts about?

A	 a family meal

B	 a shop job

C	 a new school

21.	 Where is Ali’s Shop?

A	 on Green Street

B	 on College Road

C	 on Woodland Road

22.	 In Text 2, why does the word ‘Have’ start with a capital letter?

A	 It is the name of a place.

B	 It is the start of a sentence.

C	 It is a day of the week.

23.	 In Text 1, how much do five pencils cost?

A	 £3.00

B	 £5.00

C	 £15.00

24.	 In Text 3, what is the bus number?

A	 4

B	 8

C	 9

A	 a greetings card

B	 a ticket

C	 a receipt

D	 a student card

Important

Remember to circle your answers on the answer sheet.

	1.	 What is this text about?

A	 books

B	 television

C	 cinemas

Question Answer

1. A       B       C

2. A       B       C

3. A       B       C

Question Answer

1. A       B       C

2. A       B       C

3. A       B       C





Skills for Life Entry 1 Reading — Past Paper A 
Answers 

1. A 

2. C 

3. A 

4. B 

5. A 

6. C 

7. B 

8. B 

9. B 

10. D  

11. A 

12. A  

13. B  

14. A  

15. C  

16. A 

17. C  

18. B  

19. D  

20. C 

21. C  

22. B 

23. A 

24. C 
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