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ESOL Skills for Life — Entry 3

Marked learner work

Below is an example of a candidate’s responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 3 Writing 
test followed by the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.

Task 1

You are studying at Harford Community College.

The college principal wants to offer some new classes or clubs and needs your ideas.

Complete the Student Feedback Form.

You should use the box below to plan your response. You must plan for at least one task.

Write about 120 words. 
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Task 2

You are visiting an interesting place with your friend.

Write an email to your friend.

Write about:

	◗ the interesting place

	◗ your plans for the day and

	◗ arrange when and where to meet.

You should use the box below to plan your response. You must plan for at least one task.

Write about 80 words. 
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Task 3

Write an article for your college newsletter about a recent class trip you’ve been on and 
why you liked it.

You should use the box below to plan your response. You must plan for at least one task.

Write about 150 words.
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Candidate marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Plan

1.1 Plan text for the 
intended audience

4 Relevant and fairly detailed plans are produced 
for Tasks 1 and 3.

Task 1 — Form

2.1 Produce content for 
the intended audience

4 Content is appropriate for the purpose. Complex 
sentences are successfully attempted.

2.5 Use punctuation 
correctly

3 Full stops and commas are used accurately, as 
well as upper and lower case letters.

2.6 Spell words correctly 3 There are some spelling errors, but these do 
not impede understanding. Special interest 
vocabulary is used effectively.

3.1 Complete a form 
with open and closed 
responses correctly

4 All parts of the form are completed appropriately. 
All communication aims of the form are achieved.

Task 2 — Email

2.1 Produce content for 
the intended audience

3 Content is relevant and informal register is used 
most of the time. 

2.4 Use grammar correctly 3 Simple verb forms and modal verbs are used 
accurately but there are several grammatical 
errors when more complex structures are 
attempted.

2.5 Use punctuation 
correctly

3 Commas, full stops and question marks are used 
correctly. Other features, such as exclamation 
marks are not used.
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Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 3 — Article

2.1 Produce content for 
the intended audience

3 Content is relevant and complex sentences are 
attempted with some success.

2.2 Structure main points 
in short paragraphs

4 The response is well organised into clear 
paragraphs.

2.3 Sequence text 
chronologically

4 There is a clear sequence of events throughout 
the text with effective use of markers.

2.4 Use grammar correctly 3 A range of Entry 3 grammar is attempted with a 
good level of success. There are some errors with 
tenses and word order, but this does not impede 
understanding.

2.5 Use punctuation 
correctly

4 The text is well-punctuated throughout.

2.6 Spell words correctly 3 There were occasional errors. One error resulted 
in ambiguity — ‘stronge’. Both ‘strong’ and 
‘strange’ could have been intended.

The candidate scores 48/56 (Pass). The pass mark is 37/56.

Candidate marks and rationale (continued)


