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ESOL Skills for Life — Entry 2

Marked learner work

Below is an example of a candidate’s responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 2 Writing 
test followed by the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.

Task 1

You want to join a job agency. Complete the form below.

Write about 40 words. 
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Task 2

You are moving to a new home and need your friend’s help.

Write an email to your friend.

Write about:

	◗ your new home

	◗ your moving plans and

	◗ ask your friend to help.

Write about 80 words. 
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Task 3

New students want to know about student life at your ESOL college.

Write a short article for your college’s website about an interesting day you had.

Write about 80 words.
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Candidate marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 1 — Form

1.1 Record personal 
details in a form 
correctly

3 Details of current job were not clear but the form 
is mostly completed appropriately.

Task 2 — Email

1.1 Present information in 
an appropriate format 
for the intended 
audience

4 An appropriate format and genre are used. All 
bullet points are covered.

1.2 Construct simple and 
compound sentences 
correctly

3 Language is generally well controlled with the 
correct use of a comparative form and a good 
attempt at a conditional structure. There are 
several examples of ‘so’ used as a conjunction. 

1.3 Use adjectives 
correctly

4 Several adjectives are used appropriately.

1.4 Use punctuation 
correctly

4 A range of punctuation features is used correctly, 
including commas in a list.

1.5 Use upper- and lower-
case letters correctly

3 Upper- and lower-case letters are mostly used 
correctly. No proper nouns are used and ‘on’ is 
written in upper case in a couple of sentences.

1.6 Spell words correctly 4 Spelling is accurate with few errors.
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Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 3 — Article

1.1 Present information in 
an appropriate format 
for the intended 
audience

4 A suitable genre and format are used for this 
task. Text is appropriate for the purpose.

1.2 Construct simple and 
compound sentences 
correctly

3 Several examples of simple and compound 
sentences and a range of conjunctions are used 
correctly.

1.3 Use adjectives 
correctly

4 A range of adjectives are used correctly including 
comparative forms.

1.4 Use punctuation 
correctly

4 Full stops and commas are used correctly.

1.5 Use upper- and lower-
case letters correctly

4 Upper- and lower- case letters are used correctly, 
including for proper nouns.

1.6 Spell words correctly 3 There are few errors, but the candidate has an 
unorthodox way of writing ‘r’ which meant some 
words initially looked like misspellings.

The candidate scores 47/52 (Pass). The pass mark is 35/52.

Candidate marks and rationale (continued)


