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ESOL Skills for Life — Entry 1

Marked learner work

Below is an example of a candidate’s responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 1 Writing 
test followed by the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.

Task 1

You want to join a dental surgery. Complete the form below.
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Task 2

You work in a shop. Write an email to your friend.

Tell your friend about:

	◗ the shop

	◗ your job

	◗ your workmates.

Write about 20 words. 
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Task 3

New students want to know about your ESOL classroom.

Write about your ESOL classroom on the college’s website.

Write about 20 words.
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Candidate marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 1 — Form

2.1 Record personal 
details on a simple 
form correctly

3 Around two thirds of the form is completed 
appropriately. The main communicative aim is 
achieved. The title is not provided and a full name 
given, rather than just family name. The nationality 
is clear despite using the country name.

Task 2 — Email

1.1 Construct simple 
complete sentences 
correctly for an 
intended audience 

1 The candidate has not provided any information 
related to the task, interpreting the task as an 
invitation to a friend to go shopping. There are no 
correct sentences.

1.2 Use full stops correctly 4 Full stops are used correctly at the end of sentences. 

1.3 Use capitalisation 
correctly

2 Two sentences have correct capitalisation of ‘I’. 
Two sentences, which do not begin with ‘I’, do not 
use a capital at the start.

1.4 Spell words correctly 2 Correct spelling is used in some parts of the text. 
However, some parts of the text are hard to follow 
because of incorrect spelling, eg ‘by cloth shuz 
sort jeket and treke’. There is no use of vocabulary 
related to task as the response is largely off topic. 

Task 3 — Article

1.1 Construct simple 
complete sentences 
correctly for an 
intended audience 

2 The text contains some relevant information about 
the classroom, as well as details about the class 
and the lesson times. There are two simple correct 
sentences in terms of word order – ‘all classmet is 
good’ and ‘my ticher is good’. 

1.2 Use full stops correctly 4 Full stops are used correctly at the end of sentences.

1.3 Use capitalisation 
correctly

2 Capital letters are used at the start of some 
sentences, but use is not consistent.

1.4 Spell words correctly 2 Spelling errors are noticeable, but the communicative 
aim can generally be understood, eg ‘Sam time’ 
probably means ‘sometimes’. Context specific 
vocabulary related to classroom items is used.

The candidate scores 22/36 (Fail). The pass mark is 24/36.


