
ESOL Skills for Life
Entry 1 Writing — marked learner work

1

ESOL Skills for Life — Entry 1

Marked learner work

Below is an example of a candidate’s responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 1 Writing 
test followed by the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.

Task 1

You want to join a dental surgery. Complete the form below.
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Task 2

You work in a shop. Write an email to your friend.

Tell your friend about:

	◗ the shop

	◗ your job

	◗ your workmates.

Write about 20 words. 
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Task 3

New students want to know about your ESOL classroom.

Write about your ESOL classroom on the college’s website.

Write about 20 words.
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Candidate marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 1 — Form

2.1 Record personal 
details on a simple 
form correctly

4 All parts of the form are completed appropriately. 
The candidate initially made errors when completing 
fields 1 and 7 but has clearly corrected these.

Task 2 — Email

1.1 Construct simple 
complete sentences 
correctly for an 
intended audience 

4 All bullet points are covered. The candidate 
produces some correct sentences. Errors made 
are above Entry 1, eg ‘My job is tiding up the shop 
and help.’

1.2 Use full stops correctly 3 Full stops are used correctly at the end of 
sentences. However, a question mark is not used 
after the opening question.

1.3 Use capitalisation 
correctly

4 Capitals are used at the start of each sentence. ‘I’ 
is capitalised on one occasion.

1.4 Spell words correctly 3 Spelling is generally accurate, with occasional 
errors. One error affects meaning: ‘There are 
manany important.’ The candidate presumably 
means ‘many’ but it could be ‘there aren’t any’.

Task 3 — Article

1.1 Construct simple 
complete sentences 
correctly for an 
intended audience 

3 The main focus of the text is on the candidate’s 
ESOL class rather than the candidate’s classroom. 
There are some correct simple sentences using 
basic word order. 

1.2 Use full stops correctly 3 Full stops are mostly used where needed. However, 
a comma is used at the end of one sentence, and 
another sentence does not have any punctuation 
marks.

1.3 Use capitalisation 
correctly

4 Capitals are used correctly at the start of 
sentences.

1.4 Spell words correctly 3 Most words are spelt correctly, including vocabulary 
relevant to the context. Errors occur when spelling 
some familiar words, eg ‘eveyday’, ‘befor’, exames’ 
and ‘usefull’. 

The candidate scores 31/36 (Pass). The pass mark is 24/36.


