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Marked learner work

Below is an example of a candidate response to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 2 writing test followed by the
marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.
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Candidate marks and rationale

Assessment criteria

Task 1—form
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Rationale

21

Record personal details on a
form correctly

The candidate uses form filling conventions with a high level
of accuracy. They complete all of the necessary fields, and all
communicative aims are achieved.

Task 2 — article

Present information in an
appropriate format for the
intended audience

The candidate identifies several areas of the task well. They use
an appropriate style and register, and the format is suitable for
an article.

However, the purpose for writing is only partially appropriate —
the candidate started writing about his new experience, but then
described advantages and disadvantages rather than what he
learnt.

Construct simple and
compound sentences
correctly

The candidate uses compound sentences with ‘and’, 'so’, ‘or' fairly
consistently. The word order in simple sentences is mostly correct
(eqg ' moved to a new home...", ‘You can socialise...”).

Use adjectives correctly

A wide range of adjectives are used consistently, eq it is strange’,
'new for me', 'shared home', 'foreign people’.

The word order regarding adjectives in simple sentences is
mostly correct.

Use punctuation correctly

Full stops are used consistently at the end of sentences. Also,
commas are used appropriately in a list, eg "...you can learn
different ways of living, eating, drinking..."

Use upper and lower case
letters correctly

Capital letters at the start of sentences are used with
comprehensive control. Proper nouns are capitalised, eg English.

Spell words correctly

The candidate uses a wide range of lexis appropriate for the task
and context and shows most words are spelt correctly.
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Assessment criteria Rationale

Task 3 — email/message/postcard

The candidate writes in an appropriate format for an email and
the style and register are both appropriate for the audience. The
reader would be fully informed about what the candidate did at
the party.

Present information in an
11 | appropriate format for the
intended audience

'And' and ‘because’ are used correctly to create compound
sentences. The word order in simple sentences is mostly accurate.
There are a range of past tense verbs that are mostly used
accurately.

Construct simple and
compound sentences
correctly

A wide range of adjectives are used appropriately to extend
information and convey attitude, eq ‘my first Christmas party’',
‘a big restaurant’, 'amazing'. Word order regarding the use of
adjectives is consistent.

Use adjectives correctly

Basic punctuation (full stops at the end of sentences) is used
Use punctuation correctly accurately, but there are no other examples of level appropriate
punctuation evident.

In the latter part of the email, the candidate consistently uses
capital letters at the start of sentences. Proper nouns are also
capitalised appropriately. However, there is inconsistent use of
capital letters at the start of the text (with some words written
entirely in capitals).

Use upper and lower case
letters correctly

There is a wide range of lexis used which is appropriate for the task
Spell words correctly and candidate’s context. Words are generally spelt correctly. However,
some errors cause difficulties for the reader, eq ‘a bandane’, ‘corona’.

Candidate achieves 46 marks out of 52 and passes the writing test.



