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story time!



why use
storytelling

Storytelling uses authentic language.
Storytelling is universal and provides natural learning
contexts.
Stories are engaging.
It creates bonds through shared experience and neural
coupling.
It improves numerous cognitive processes like visualisation,
sequencing and critical thinking.
It promotes creativity.
Storytelling builds self concept and confidence.
Stories are suitable for all ages.
Storytelling is accesible to all.
Storytelling is flexible and easily adaptable.



forms of storytelling



oral storytelling: verbally narrating a story



visual storytelling: the art of using images to tell a story
Write a short story from this image.

describe the setting of this story!

te
ll

 a 
pe

rs
on

al
 st

or
y r

el
at

ed
 to

 th
is 

im
ag

e.



make your own memes-caption this!
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digital/multimedia storytelling
This is the process of telling a story using video, images, audio,
music, applications, and any other digital media.
Common tools for digital storytelling are : Canva,
PowerPoint, Capcut, Inshot, Adobe, Powtoons etc. 
Vocaroo for voice recordings



data storytelling: using data to tell a story
charts, graphs, infographics etc.

what story does the chart above tell you?
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other forms of
storytelling

Written Storytelling
Interactive Storytelling
Transmedia Storytelling
Immersive Storytelling
Musical Storytelling
Sound Storytelling



sound storytelling: using sounds to tell a story

Listen to the following sounds and write a short story based on what you hear.



what form of storytelling do you see?
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Which of the four language skills
is best practiced through the use
of storytelling in the classroom?

what have you tried in your classroom?



listening: receptive not passive

subskills
activities

Active listening
Listening for gist
Listening for detail
Listening to infer
Listening to evaluate
Extensive listening

pre-listening

while listening

after listening

vocabulary
predictions
brainstorming and discussing to activate
prior knowledge.
Purpose/instruction for listening.

Listen and do (mime)
Listen and respond
Listen and draw
Gap fill (listen and write)

Listening comprehension
Listen and retell
Listen and discuss
Inferring from tone.



•Storytelling help learners develop a story schema which
supports reading comprehension.
•Storytelling provides transferable comprehensions skills

such as making predictions, inferences and drawing

conclusions which are essential for good readers.
•Storytelling involves repetition and using words in context
thus expanding vocabulary.
•Oral stories use a wide range of lexical resources
(vocabulary and sentence structure), normally at a higher
level than would be read by the learner.
•Storytelling is expressive and models fluent reading.

reading-receptive
How storytelling supports reading



reading-receptive

subskills
•Pronunciation & Enunciation
•Accuracy
•Expression and intonation
•Comprehension
• Scanning
• Skimming

activities
Picture reading
Read and draw
Read Aloud
Reader’s theatre
Story sequencing
Find the word
Jigsaw reading
Read and listen (comprehension)
Read and Match
Read and retell



speaking: productive
•Stories expose learners to natural, authentic
speech and communication patterns. 
•Stories promote self- expression as every
storyteller puts their own unique stamp on the
story. 
•Storytelling models pronunciation and
improves diction.
•Storytelling can be used as a scaffold to
encourage speaking. 
•Storytelling reduces speaking anxiety due to
repetition.



speaking: productive

sub skills
Pronunciation-
Expression- tone and 
Language
Fluency
Coherence and Cohesion
Body Language

activities
Tell a story
Retell a story
Step through the story
Summarise the story
Role Play/Act out the story
Story Swap
Story Chain
Story Making Boxes
Discussions: Lessons, themes,
connections, character traits,
debates etc.



writing: productive

Storytelling enhances visualisation and
creativity which are important elements
for good writing. 
Storytelling inculcates the concepts of
sequencing and coherence.
Stories introduce complex sentence
structures, dialogues and figurative
language.
Stories serve as a foundation for different
types of writing.



•Vocabulary
•Spelling
•Capitalisation & Punctuation
•Handwriting/Keyboarding
•Sentence Structure
•Text structure
•Content & audience awareness.

writing: productive
Sub skills activities

•Write a summary of a story.
•Write a review of a story.
•Write a story.
•Create a comic.
•Write a Play.
•Create a poster/ad/book cover etc.
•Complete the story.
•Write a different ending.
•Write from a different character’s POV
•Write a story blog



types of stories
Folk tales

Fairy tales/ Fantasy

Science Fiction

Historical Fiction

Personal Stories

Co-created Stories

Improvised Stories (using prompts and patterns).



adapting stories
Identify learners’ interests.
Adapt language level to suit learners.
Include songs and chants to engage younger learners.
Integrate technology with teens and young adults.
Make learning objectives clear.
Encourage participation



Learners create a character using a prompt and develop the character’s
story in class.
Learners create a setting prompt from the description of a picture and AI can
generate a story which they edit.
Generate images for your story.
Emphasize ethics...

more activities
Try AI



ABC improv
Questions improv
One word story
One sentence story

more activities
story improv



1.Come up with an idea/topic
2.Research/explore/learn. 
3.Write and script story. 
4.Create a storyboard and plan what you want story layout.
5.Gather/create images, video, and audio. 
6.Put it all together. 
7.Share your story. 
8.Feedback and reflection.

more activities
digital stories



conclusion

Kelly Fanson, 2021

Storytelling is a “felt experience”
tool that teachers at any educational
level and field of study can use to
elevate engagement in learning for
their students.



thank you!

YouTube: Teaching with EI- Emotional Intelligence



any questions?
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