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Men politicians are in the habit of talking to women as if there were no laws that affect women.
‘The fact is,’ they say, ‘the home is the place for women. Their interests are the rearing and
training of children. These are the things that interest women. Politics have nothing to do with
these things, and therefore politics do not concern women.’ Yet the laws decide how women are
to live in marriage, how their children are to be trained and educated, and what the future of their
children is to be. All that is decided by Act of Parliament. Let us take a few of these laws, and see
what there is to say about them from the women's point of view.

First of all, let us take the marriage laws. They are made by men for women. Let us consider
whether they are equal, whether they are just, whether they are wise. What security of
maintenance has the married woman? Many a married woman having given up her economic
independence in order to marry, how is she compensated for that loss? What security does she
get in that marriage for which she gave up economic independence? Take the case of a woman
who has been earning a good income. She is told that she ought to give up her employment when
she becomes a wife and a mother. What does she get in return? All that a married man is obliged
by law to do for his wife is to provide for her shelter of some kind, food of some kind, and clothing
of some kind. It is left to his good pleasure to decide what the shelter shall be, what the food shall
be, what the clothing shall be. It is left to him to decide what money shall be spent on the home,
and how it shall be spent; the wife has no voice legally in deciding any of these things. She has no
legal claim upon any definite portion of his income. If he is a good man, a conscientious man, he
does the right thing. If he is not, if he chooses almost to starve his wife, she has no remedy. What
he thinks sufficient is what she has to be content with.

| quite agree, in all these illustrations, that the majority of men are considerably better than the
law compels them to be, so the majority of women do not suffer as much as they might suffer if
men were all as bad as they might be, but since there are some bad men, some unjust men, don't
you agree with me that the law ought to be altered so that those men could be dealt with?

| have spoken to you about the position of the married woman who does not exist legally as

a parent, the parent of her own child. In marriage, children have one parent. Out of marriage
children have also one parent. That parent is the mother - the unfortunate mother. She alone is
responsible for the future of her child; she alone is punished if her child is neglected and suffers
from neglect. But let me give you one illustration. | was in Herefordshire during the by-election.
While | was there, an unmarried mother was brought before the bench of magistrates charged
with having neglected her illegitimate child. She was a domestic servant, and had put the child
out to nurse. The magistrates - there were colonels and landowners on that bench - did not ask
what wages the mother got; they did not ask who the father was or whether he contributed to the
support of the child. They sent the woman to prison for three months for having neglected her
child. I ask you women here tonight, if women had had some share in the making of the laws, don't



‘a n‘t h o‘l o‘q y‘

you think they would have found a way of making all fathers of such children equally responsible
with the mothers for the welfare of those children?
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