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THE WAY OF THE WORLD (MIRABELL)

William Congreve

MIRABELL: ITEM, | article that you continue to like your own face as long as | shall, and while
it passes current with me, that you endeavour not to new coin it. To which end,
together with all vizards for the day, | prohibit all masks for the night, made of oiled
skins and | know not what--hog's bones, hare's gall, pig water, and the marrow of a
roasted cat. In short, | forbid all commerce with the gentlewomen in what-d'ye-call-
it court. ITEM, | shut my doors against all bawds with baskets, and pennyworths of
muslin, china, fans, atlases, etc. ITEM, when you shall be breeding, which may be
presumed, with a blessing on our endeavours. | denounce against all strait lacing,
squeezing for a shape, till you mould my boy's head like a sugar-loaf, and instead
of a man-child, make me father to a crooked billet. Lastly, to the dominion of the
tea-table | submit; but with proviso, that you exceed not in your province, but
restrain yourself to native and simple tea-table drinks, as tea, chocolate, and coffee.
As likewise to genuine and authorised tea-table talk, such as mending of fashions,
spoiling reputations, railing at absent friends, and so forth. But that on no account
you encroach upon the men's prerogative, and presume to drink healths, or toast
fellows; for prevention of which, | banish all foreign forces, all auxiliaries to the
tea-table, as orange-brandy, all aniseed, cinnamon, citron, and Barbadoes waters,
together with ratafia and the most noble spirit of clary. But for cowslip-wine,
poppy-water, and all dormitives, those | allow. These provisos admitted, in other
things | may prove a tractable and complying husband. Shall | kiss your hand upon
the contract?



