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ESOL Skills for Life — Entry 1

Marked learner work
Below are two examples of candidate responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 1 writing test followed by 
the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.
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Candidate 1 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 1 — form

2.1
Record personal details on a 
simple form correctly

3
Completed most of the form using upper and lower-case letters 
mostly appropriately. The main communicative aim has been 
achieved.

Task 2 — email/message/postcard 

1.1
Construct simple complete 
sentences correctly for an 
intended audience

3

Constructs simple sentences and a question with a good level of 
accuracy for example, ‘How are you?’, ‘I am goo(d).’

The candidate successfully identifies a possible reader and 
addresses this email appropriately including relevant information.

1.2 Use full stops correctly 4
Appropriate and correct use of end of sentence punctuation, ie full 
stops and question marks. 

1.3 Use capitalisation correctly 4
Consistent, appropriate and correct capitalization of ‘I’, of words at 
the start of sentence and proper nouns with the exception of 

‘friday’.

1.4 Spell words correctly 4
A good range of personal, key and familiar words are present 
throughout the text. This candidate demonstrates good control 
over spelling.

Task 3 — article

1.1
Construct simple complete 
sentences correctly for an 
intended audience

3

This task required candidates to write a short descriptive 
paragraph and not a letter. 

The candidate includes appropriate level of detail and 
communicates ideas effectively. Simple sentences using basic 
word order are constructed effectively throughout the text, ‘She is 
marrid’. ‘She has two childern…’ 

1.2 Use full stops correctly 4
Consistent and appropriate use of end of sentence punctuation 
(full stops).

1.3 Use capitalization correctly 3

Consistent capitalisation of proper nouns with the exception of 
“Friday”. Correct use of capital letters at the start of the sentence 
for the most part. However, there is an instance of incorrect capital 
letter in the number “two”.

1.4 Spell words correctly 4

A good range of vocabulary is attempted in this text. Spelling 
is accurate for the most part, even when attempting more 
challenging vocabulary like ‘daughter’, ‘helpful’. The few spelling 
mistakes ‘marrid’, ‘childern’ and ‘walkeing’ do not impede 
communication.

Candidate 1 achieves 32 marks out of 36 and passes the writing test.
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Candidate 2
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Candidate 2 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark Rationale

Task 1 — form

2.1
Record personal details on a 
simple form correctly

4 The communicative aim is met successfully.

Task 2 — email/message/postcard 

1.1
Construct simple complete 
sentences correctly for an 
intended audience

4
The candidate communicates ideas and basic information clearly 
and appropriately. Simple sentences are used accurately with a 
very good level of accuracy.

1.2 Use full stops correctly 4 Consistent use of end of sentence punctuation. 

1.3 Use capitalization correctly 4
Capital letters used accurately at the start of sentences and for 
proper nouns.

1.4 Spell words correctly 4
A range of common and familiar words are used appropriately and 
spelt correctly. 

Task 3 — article

1.1
Construct simple complete 
sentences correctly for an 
intended audience

4

The format is appropriate for the task and the candidate identified 
the possible reader (ie the teacher) successfully 

Simple sentences with correct word order are used consistently 
throughout the text. Examples of various verb forms: ‘… name is…’, 
‘She comes from…’, ‘She speaks…’, ‘He hair is…’.

1.2 Use full stops correctly 4
Apart from the last sentence, full stops are used correctly at the 
end of sentences.

1.3 Use capitalization correctly 4
Sentence starts are consistently capitalised as well as ‘I’. Apart 
from ‘gujrati’, all other proper nouns are capitalised correctly.

1.4 Spell words correctly 4
Very good range of familiar vocabulary used appropriately for the 
task and with excellent control over spelling. 

Candidate 2 achieves 36 marks out of 36 and passes the writing test.


