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Example marked candidate responses

ESOL Skills for Life (QCF) — Entry 3

Below are two examples of candidate responses to the ESOL Skills for Life Entry 3 writing test followed by
the marks and rationales from the marker.

All names and personal data have been changed or removed.

Candidate 1 (fail)

Planning section

For this exam you must show you know how to plan your writing. Use this section to plan your
answer to one or two of the tasks in this exam paper. Remember, you must plan at least one
answer in this box.

Use this box to plan your answers
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Entry 3 — Writing

Task 1

A new employee has joined your company. It was his/her first day yesterday. You helped your new
colleague to learn about the job and your place of work. Complete the form to say what you did.

Write about 120 words.

Your name: Name of new employee: X ARH

Date of training: 2 iy / 3 //5/

Describe what you and your colleague did during the day:
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Entry 3 — Writing
Task 2

Write an article for your teacher about a film that you have enjoyed. Write about:

e where you saw the film
e what the film was about
e why you enjoyed it.

Write about 200 words.
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page 4 Complete all three tasks on this exam paper.
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Entry 3 — Writing
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page 6

Task 3

Write about 30 words.

Entry 3 — Writing

You can't go to your ESOL class tomorrow. Write a text message to your friend to explain why.
Tell your friend when you will next see him/her.
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End of exam
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Candidate 1 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria

Whole paper — plan text

Mark
(out of 4)

Example marked candidate responses
ESOL Skills for Life (QCF) — Entry 3

Rationale

Plan text for the intended
audience

The candidate has made fairly detailed plans for two tasks but

the plan for the second task is not entirely relevant: it is for a letter
rather than an article, there no evidence of planning to describe
the story and there is a lot of unnecessary detail.

1—form

Produce content for the
intended audience

The format is not entirely appropriate for the form, eg yours
faithfully, and the first two paragraphs contain irrelevant
information which is not appropriate for the audience. However,
there is enough detail about what the colleagues did during the day
and the style is semi-formal.

Structure main points in
short paragraphs

The candidate attempts to use paragraphs but not always
successfully. However, there is a logical grouping of ideas so
it is easy to follow.

Sequence text
chronologically

The first two paragraphs are an introduction and background
but events are sequenced chronologically later in the text and
the order is quite clear, eqg from morning to break time.... The
text is fairly cohesive despite limited use of discourse markers,
conjunctions and connectives.

Use grammar correctly

There is evidence of some level-appropriate grammar and complex
sentences, eg defining relative clause, first conditional. However,
there is not a wide range. Control is not evident throughout and
there are instances of incorrect tense selection/formation, eg / am
working in the company from last 10 years, she had need to handle.

Use punctuation correctly

Basic punctuation is fairly consistent, with full stops as boundary
markers used mostly correctly. However, there is inconsistent use
of commas and capital letters, eq that's why It is my duty, if....

Spell words correctly

Spelling is highly accurate for all common words and relevant key
words for work.

Complete a form with
open and closed responses
correctly

A surname could have been added but open and closed responses
are given consistently in the relevant places.
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Assessment criteria Mark
(out of 4)

Task 2 — article

Example marked candidate responses
ESOL Skills for Life (QCF) — Entry 3

Rationale

Produce content for the

21 intended audience

The format is incorrect as it has been written as a letter rather
than an article and thus the style and register are not appropriate.
There is irrelevant detail and the text substantially exceeds the
word limit. The final point of the rubric is only covered implicitly.

Structure main points in
short paragraphs

The text is divided into paragraphs but some of them are not
appropriate and there is limited use of cohesive devices or topic
sentences.

Sequence text
chronologically

The text progresses chronologically although lack of connectives
in the second part of the text and inappropriate use of actually,
one moment and in last minute, make the text a little confusing.

Use grammar correctly

The text is composed of a good mixture of simple and complex
sentences using connectives and defining relative clauses with
which and who. However, the range is restricted: the text uses
mostly present and past simple. Also, many inaccuracies occur,
especially in the second part of the text, many of which impede
understanding.

Use punctuation correctly

The candidate has not demonstrated full control over basic
punctuation. There are examples of sentences starting with lower
case, mid-sentence capitalisation and incorrect use of commas.

Spell words correctly

Generally, spelling is good except a few errors with common words,
eqg of course, intelligent, romantic, actually, beliefs, favourite.

3 — text message

Produce content for the
intended audience

Candidate 1 achieves 35 marks out of 60 (fail).

Although all the requirements of the rubric are met, the text is too
long, too formal and looks more like an email than a text message.
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Candidate 2 (fail)

Entry 3 — Writing

Planning section

For this exam you must show you know how to plan your writing. Use this section to plan your
answer to one or two of the tasks in this exam paper. Remember, you must plan at least one

answer in this box.

Use this box to plan your answers.
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Entry 3 — Writing

Task 1

A new employee has joined your company. It was his/her first day yesterday. You helped your new
colleague to learn about the job and your place of work. Complete the form to say what you did.

Write about 120 words.

Your name: Namg of new employee: Nc\‘}v«cL‘G\
Date of training: 25 /0‘5/;‘5
Describe what you and your colleague did during the day:
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Entry 3 — Writing
Task 2

Write an article for your teacher about a film that you have enjoyed. Write about:

e where you saw the film -
e what the film was about
e why you enjoyed it.

Write about 200 words.
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page 4 Complete all three tasks on this exam paper.
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Entry 3 — Writing
Task 3

You can't go to your ESOL class tomorrow. Write a text message to your friend to explain why.
Tell your friend when you will next see him/her.

Write about 30 words.
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Candidate 2 marks and rationale

Assessment criteria Mark
(out of 4)

Whole paper — plan text

Example marked candidate responses
ESOL Skills for Life (QCF) — Entry 3

Rationale

Plan text for the intended
audience

The candidate has made fairly detailed plans for two tasks. There
is some evidence of selecting and ordering information in task 1
although task 2 does not include planning to say explicitly where
the candidate saw the film or why they liked it.

1-form

Produce content for the
intended audience

The form provides a fairly comprehensive account and is completed
using semi-formal style and mostly appropriate register throughout.

Structure main points in
short paragraphs

The form is composed appropriately as a text and organised into
four short, appropriate paragraphs, each of which starts with an
indentation and gives structure to the text.

Sequence text
chronologically

Events are sequenced chronologically using some discourse
markers such as at first, secondly, third(ly) which are used fairly
accurately.

Use grammar correctly

The text is composed of a good balance of simple and complex
sentences using connectives and relative pronouns. There is

good evidence of using tenses of the level (present perfect and
past continuous) and their use is consistently accurate. There are
examples of infinite of purpose. However, some errors do occur in
language of and below the level, eg | teached Natascha, very faster,
she name is, and these sometimes impede understanding.

Use punctuation correctly

Punctuation use is fairly consistent.

Spell words correctly

The candidate only demonstrates a limited range of specialised
lexis for the task and spelling is inconsistent. There are several
errors with common words, eqg job, building, which, helping.

Complete a form with
open and closed responses
correctly

12

Open and closed responses are given consistently in the relevant
places.
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Assessment criteria

Task 2 — article

Example marked candidate responses
ESOL Skills for Life (QCF) — Entry 3

Rationale

Produce content for the

21 intended audience

The text is an appropriate attempt at writing an article with
semi-formal style used throughout, although the register is
sometimes inconsistent. The first and the last task requirements
are only covered implicitly and there is some irrelevant detail.

Structure main points in
short paragraphs

The text is divided into paragraphs which are clearly
distinguishable due to indentation.

Sequence text
chronologically

The text is sequenced quite well through the use of discourse
markers and connectives. However, sequencing doesn't always
follow a logical order; the third paragraph describes the end of
the story and then the fourth paragraph starts by telling the story
from the beginning.

Use grammar correctly

The candidate attempts complex sentences and there are
examples of language of the level (modal, infinitive of purpose,
conditional). However, the range of tenses is restricted, few
sentences are error free and there is lack of control over basic
sentence structure.

Use punctuation correctly

There are several places in which punctuation is used correctly, both
commas and full stops. However, there are errors with capitalisation.

Spell words correctly

The range of lexis is restricted and there are many errors with
common words, eq tell, first, human, finally.

3 — text message

Produce content for the
intended audience

Candidate 2 achieves 45 marks out of 60 (fail).

All the requirements of the rubric are met and the text uses
informal style appropriate for a text message.
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